


You might be surprised to learn that there are over 40 different  

and exciting jobs as an Officer or Sailor in the Navy. The Navy will 

provide you with the lifestyle, work balance and job security that  

you want. Not many people realise that your total package includes 

a free medical and dental package, Home Loan Subsidy and a 

superannuation scheme where the employer contribution is 18%  

of your salary upon joining!

Choose a job that matches your skills, interests and education.  

The chart on the following pages will help you find the career that  

you are looking for, and the steps you can take to get there.

As a sailor, you are not just confined to one job. You are a part of  

a team and everyone has an important role to play.

The Navy will provide you with a variety of challenges and will ensure 

that you never get the chance to complain about a boring 9-5 job!

We look forward to seeing you out there as a member of our team.
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OFFICER
Aerospace Engineer – 
Aeronautical Engineer
Aerospace Engineer – 
Weapons Electrical Aircraft
Chaplain
Dental Officer
Intelligence Officer*
Marine Engineer Officer
Maritime Aviation Warfare 
Officer
Maritime Warfare Officer
Medical Officer
Nursing Officer
Pilot
Supply Officer
Training Systems Officer
Weapons Electrical Engineer 
Officer 

SAILOR
Acoustic Warfare Analyst 
Submariner

Aviation Technician 
– Aircraft

Aviation Technician 
– Avionics

Boatswain’s Mate

Clearance Diver

Combat Systems Operator – 
Mine Warfare

Combat Systems Operator 
– Navy

Communication and 
Information Systems Sailor

Communication and 
Information Systems – 
Submariner

Cook

Cook – Submariner

Cryptologic Linguist

Cryptologic Systems

Cryptologic Systems – 
Submariner

Dental Assistant

Electronic Warfare

Electronic Warfare 
Submarines

Electronics Technician

Electronics Technician 
– Submariner

Hydrographic Surveying 
Operator

Marine Technician

Marine Technician – 
Submariner

Medical Sailor

Musician

Steward

Steward – Submariner

Stores Naval

Writer

The following are jobs 
that are available to 
sailors after a minimum 
period of service and are 
subject to conditions.

Aircrewman

Imagery Specialist

Naval Police Coxswain

Physical Trainer

WHAT CAN YOU DO 
IN THE NAVY?

For more information, 
just check out our website. 
You’ll find the complete list of 
jobs the Navy has to offer.

NAVY career paths

“�IT'S THE EXCITING PART OF THE 
FORCES I BELIEVE, YOU STEER 
SHIPS, FIRE GUNS. IT'S AN 
ADRENALINE RUSH.” 
DAVID EYLES, MARITIME WARFARE OFFICER.

www.defencejobs.gov.au/navy

Call 13 19 01.

Information contained in this brochure is correct at time of printing 
(September 2010). Information is subject to change. For the most up to 
date information please visit www.defencejobs.gov.au/navy

*Intelligence Officer is available after a period of service and subject to conditions.

THERE ISN’T JUST ONE NAVY CAREER.
AND THERE ISN’T 
JUST ONE WAY TO JOIN UP.

“�IT'S PRETTY REWARDING  
TO BE TRUSTED WITH  
SUCH RESPONSIBILITY” 
NICOLE SHEDDON, Communication  
Information Systems SAILOR.



Direct Entry Officer. You must be at least 17 years of age with passes in  
Year 12 English, and three other subjects. Alternatively, you may be a tertiary  
student or graduate.
Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA). You must be at least 17 years of age  
upon entry and have completed Year 12 with results that qualify you for admission  
to the University of NSW. 

Direct Entry Officer and ADFA. You’ll gain the confidence, leadership and 
management skills necessary to be at the head of your field and responsible  
for a team of sailors. You’ll also receive a substantial salary package with free 
healthcare and excellent superannuation. ADFA graduates will also receive  
a degree from the University of New South Wales in their chosen field.

You’ll have the opportunity to practice your profession while gaining enviable 
leardership and management skills which will put you ahead of your peers in 
your field. You’ll also receive a substantial salary package, which includes free 
healthcare and excellent superannuation. 

You'll get paid while you are studying. To find out the most up to date salary 
information visit defencejobs.gov.au/navy. Undergraduate Sponsorship will also 
pay your remaining tuition fees and provide you with an allowance for text books 
and equipment. Subsidised rent and free medical and dental are all part of the 
package. On completion of your degree you will practice your profession in a unique 
environment, while gaining leadership and management skills.

You will be competitively paid and supported with free healthcare, job security 
and excellent superannuation. You will also gain high quality training and come 
out with nationally recognised qualifications, rewarding career prospects, fantastic 
experiences and some great mates. 

Non-Qualified. You’ll be able to choose from a wide variety of Navy careers 
ranging from Combat Systems to Logistics. As well as high quality training and 
recognised qualifications, you can look forward to ongoing training, fantastic 
career progression, job security and a substantial salary package, including free 
healthcare and excellent superannuation.
Qualified. As part of an organisation built on leadership, mateship and self-
confidence, you’ll receive the ongoing, high quality training you need to succeed 
in your chosen field. To ensure a quality lifestyle, you will be provided with a 
competitive salary and conditions package which includes free healthcare and  
a high growth superannuation package. Only the Australian Navy can provide  
such a challenging and rewarding career with world wide travel opportunities  
and provide you with all the support and lifestyle that you deserve.

Officer. You’ll receive all the leadership and management training the Navy 
has to offer as well as travel opportunities, the unique working environment 
and tax-free pay in some operational areas. Sailor. You will enjoy the unique 
experiences offered by the Navy including travel, seagoing training, mateship as 
well as receiving tax-free pay in some operational areas. RESERVE. The leadership, 
management and general life skills that you will gain will enhance your chosen 
personal career, putting you miles ahead of your colleagues.

You’ll complete your degree at the university of your choice during which  
time you’ll attend HMAS Creswell to undertake the Undergraduate Orientation 
Course. Upon graduation from your degree, you’ll carry out the 22 week New Entry 
Officer Course at HMAS Creswell for leadership training beginning your career  
as an Officer.

You’ll complete your 11 week recruit training at HMAS CERBERUS, followed  
by technical and trade training at either HMAS CERBERUS or RAAF Base 
Wagga depending on your chosen trade.

Non-Qualified. You’ll complete your 11 week recruit training at HMAS CERBERUS, 
followed by specialised job skills training at Defence Force establishments 
throughout Australia.
Qualified. You’ll join the Navy as a direct entry applicant where you’ll complete  
your 11 week recruit training at HMAS CERBERUS, followed by applicable  
category training.

Officer. You’ll complete the Reserves Entry Officers Course (REOC) 
over three phases consisting of an induction into the Navy, seagoing training  
and leadership and management skills.
Sailor. You’ll complete three phases of Recruit Training. The first being 21 days  
at the RAN Recruit School at HMAS CERBERUS, then over the next 12 months  
you will complete a competency journal via distance learning. You’ll also attend  
10 days sea training during this period.

You must have a professional or technical qualification in areas such as Medicine, 
Law, Nursing or Engineering. There is also a Graduate Medical Scheme if you hold  
an appropriate degree qualification which allows you to be sponsored to qualify  
as a medical practitioner then serve as a Medical Officer in the Navy. 

You must be at least 17 years of age and currently studying for a professional or 
technical qualification at a recognised Australian university. Students studying 
Dentistry or Engineering must have completed the first year of a three or four year 
degree. Students studying Medicine must have successfully completed the first year  
of a five year degree or the first two years of a six year degree. Students may apply  
for this program before completion of the minimum study time.

You’ll need to be at least 17 years of age and have succesfully completed Year 10 
English, Mathematics and Science (as a minimum qualification). 

Non-Qualified. You’ll need to be at least 17 years of age and have completed Year 
10 studies, including units of English and Mathematics. Some of the career options 
available include Clearance Diver, Combat Systems Operator and Cryptologic Linguist.
Qualified. You’ll need to be at least 17 years of age and have the necessary trade 
qualifications prior to entry. The career opportunities for qualified entry include  
Cook, Dental Assistant and Musician.

Officer. You’ll need to be at least 17 years of age and have the appropriate 
qualifications required to practice in your chosen field.
Sailor. You must have successfully completed a minimum of Year 10, with passes  
in English and Mathematics. You also need appropriate industry qualifications  
and/or skills. 

NAVY OFFICER

NAVY OFFICER
Graduate entry

NAVY OFFICER
Undergraduate entry

NAVY SAILOR
Trade

NAVY SAILOR
General entry

NAVAL RESERVE

A CAREER
       IN THE NAVY
“�You get to travel to 
interesting places around  
the world with your mates.” 
Brett O’Neill, Marine Technician.

THE PREREQUISITES. THE CHALLENGES. THE REWARDS.THE CAREERS.

You’ll be appointed as an Officer, then complete the 22 week New Entry Officer 
Course and the Junior Officers Leadership Course at HMAS Creswell. In the  
following three or four year appointment in the Navy, you will work in your specialist 
field in the unique environment that only the Australian Defence Force can provide.

Direct Entry Officer. You’ll undertake the New Entry Officer Course (NEOC) at  
HMAS Creswell, where you’ll receive intensive officer and specialist military  
training to start your Naval career. ADFA. Your first year in the ADFA program will 
start at HMAS Creswell followed by a program to gain an appreciation for life at  
sea. You will then go on to study for a degree, in Arts, Science, Technology, Business 
or Engineering and upon graduation, start your specialisation training.


